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When listening in

mono, the first thing you notice is the

lack of interference on every station (at

least in our listening room in south-wes t

Lo n don). Speech stations are cry s t al clea r,

es pec i ally spo rts ones such as BBC Radio 5

Live, which is a big improvement over

their anal ogue AM transmissions. Tune in

to classical music on Radio 3 or Classic FM

and there’s none of the hiss or crackle

during quiet passages that can

a fflict FM. Pop stations inevi t a b l y

s u ffer from the comp ression used

by the broadcasters, but the

Dynamic Range Control option

allows you to increase or dec rea s e

the DRC scaling to suit your

t a s tes. On one or two oc casions we

did suffer signal dro po u t, res u l t-

ing in a strange squelching noise,

but this usually passed after a cou-

p le of sec o n d s .

However, it’s important to remember

that not all parts of the country can yet

rec e i ve digital transmissions, so check our

DAB cove rage map on p103 be fo re you buy. 

This isn’t the loudest radio in the world,

but then it’s likely to be used in a study,

bed room or kitchen, for which it’s ideal .

The Evoke-1 is just what digital radio

needs – an affordable, easy-to-use tuner

that sounds good in mono and can be

up g ra ded to ste reo .

D I G I TAL RADIO HAS been slow to take

off in the UK because early hi-fi

tuners were expensive, but Pure’s

cut-price portable Evoke-1 unit

should help broa den its appeal .

One of the major advantages of 

d i g i t al radios is that they’re easy to

tune. In the case of the Ev o ke-1, al l

you have to do is plug it in, swi tch it

on and it will au to m at i cally sea rc h

for all the DAB stations in your area .

Once done, just turn the tuning knob

on the front panel and the station

n a m es will scroll across the LCD dis-

play. When you see the station you

want, push the knob in and it will

au to m at i cally be selec ted. T h e re are al s o

nine preset buttons to give you instant

a c c ess to your fav o u ri te stat i o n s .

The Evoke-1 is a mono design in its

s t a n d a rd fo rm, but there’s a ste reo output

on the back panel for hooking up an option-

al second speaker, the ST-1, which costs

£30. T h e re’s also a 3.5mm headphone soc k-

e t, and a line-out for connecting the unit to

an amplifier or a rec o rde r.

Pu re Evo ke - 1
Po rta ble digital ra d i o

£ 9 9
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l FO R

E asy to use; re t ro

d esi gn; good s o un d

l AGA I NST

Ma i ns p o we red onl y,

so not t r u l y p o rta bl e ;

s e cond s p ea ke r fo r

ste reo co stsex t ra

l V E R D I CT

A t last – an affo rda bl e ,

co m pa c td i g i tal ra d i o

Pure’s Evoke-1 is the first portable

DAB tunerand is simple to use

Portable Pure broadensdigital radio’sappeal


